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 The Nevada State Legislature meets in odd years 

and this year’s session is from February 6 to June 5, 

2023. We have our work cut out for us as our 

legislators need help from us to get the bills passed 

which will help govern our state better. 

 We need you to become more knowledgeable 

about the legislative process, how to navigate the 

process of sending your comments on the bills to the 

legislators and how to increase our effectiveness. 

There will be many opportunities available to help in 

this process. 

 The Nevada State Federation of Republican 

Women hosted a Leadership Workshop on January 

14, 2023 where we heard from various speakers and 

learned about the committees at our state level. The 

workshop was taped and will be available for 

viewing. 

 Membership in RWR is crucial in our mission and 

we appreciate your membership in our club. Please 

send in your membership renewal NOW so we can 

continue to do to the great work we do!  

 Here are the top 3 things to do: 

* Renew your RWR membership 

* Join a RWR committee 

* Send a Valentine to a loved one 

 Wishing everyone a most fun and loved Valentine’s 
Day, 

 Thanks a Million, 
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2022 Executive Officers  
President: Nicôl Herris nicollea@me.com 
775-300-3763 
1st VP: Bev Stenehjem 
bevstenehjem@gmail.com, 408-705-6537  
2nd VP: Kate Vineyard 
kate64great@gmail.com, 408-835-9101 
Treasurer: Cindy Sassenrath 
escapella@gmail.com, 707-621-2009 
Rec. Sec.: Jane Krider 
kriderjane029@gmailcom, 707-386-0597 
RWR Brigade Chairs 
Boots on the Ground: Susan McMurray 
Education:  Bev Stenehjem 
Faith Brigade: Layne Linebaugh 
Hispanic Outreach: Vacant 
County Comm./Health District:  Cindy Martinez 
Legislation: Mary Kilkenny 
Veterans’ Affairs:  Brigitte Stafford 
E-Communications:  Janet Butcher 
2nd Amendment & Legislation:   
Appointed Offices 
Chaplain:  Katie Cohn 
Corresponding Secretary:  Victoria Crockett 
Appointed Chairs 
Achievement Awards:  Kathy Doyle 
Armed Services/Homeland:  Joan Shoop 
Auditing: Claudia Fisher 
Budget and Finance:  Cindy Sassenrath 
By-Laws:  Claudia Fisher 
Caring for America:  Connie Furlong 
E-Communications:  Kathy Doyle 
Fundraising:   
Historian:  Kathy Doyle 
Legislative & Advocacy: Mary Kilkenny  
Literacy:  Doni Webber 
Membership:  Kate Vineyard 
Newsletter:  Victoria Crockett 
Nominating:  Joan Shoop 
Parliamentarian:  Joanna Schumacher 
Political Affairs & Activities:  Debbie Hudgens 
RWNN PAC: Barbara Kirk 
Technology (includes Website & E-
communications):  Cindy Sassenrath 

Nicôl Herris, President 

mailto:escapella@gmail.com
mailto:escapella@gmail.com
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Nicol Herris, President Award, Carole Fineberg 

 Although not a life-long Republican, in 1980, Carole 

Fineberg saw Ronald Reagan speak, changed her voter 

registration and has never looked back.  In 1994-95, she 

served as President of the Simi Valley (CA) Republican 

Women Federated and was a volunteer Docent at the Ronald Reagan 

Presidential Library & Museum from 1991-2008, when she and her late 

husband retired to Reno. 

 In Reno, in 2010, Carole became a Precinct Captain, joined the County 

and the State Central Committees and organized Conservative Talk Lunch 

(CTL). She has successfully run CTL’s twice monthly meetings and 

published summaries for the same since its inception. In 2020, she 

coordinated the volunteer Poll-watching Program for all of Washoe County 

for both the Primary and the General elections.   

Joan Shoop 

HIGHLIGHTS OF A LONG TERM RWR MEMBER 

Each month I will be asking one or two members of RWR to write a little biography 

of themselves and why they like being in RWR.   

 

The first one, below, is about Kathy Barcaskey, born in Canada,  

who has been a member since 2007. 

 I think I can honestly say that I have done something that most of you reading this have not 

done.  I paraded around the courthouse with the American flag in my hand and swore to bear 

arms for my country. I chose to become an American. 

 My in-laws were Democrats so when I became a citizen I registered as a Democrat. One of my 

favorite sayings was, "I don’t vote for the party, I vote for the man". The first presidential race that 

I was eligible to vote in was in 1976 and I voted for Ronald Reagan; I wrote his name in. All in all 

I voted for him three times to be president. Later someone said to me, you’re not a Democrat 

you’re a Republican! That made sense, that’s why I wasn't voting for the Democrat party and was 

voting for the Republican man. That is no longer my favorite saying. 

 I joined RWR about 15 years ago and have watched RWR grow into the great club it is today. I 

served as Corresponding Secretary for six years until my health broke down. I will continue to be 

a member so I can learn what is happening in my town, state, and country, (and of course for 

socializing),  I feel I am being well informed by RWR and will continue being a member as long 

as I am able.  
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 Joan Shoop, Americanism, Homeland Security 

PRESIDENTIAL TRIVIA FACTS 

PART I 

*  George Washington is the only President who didn't represent a political party. 

*  At one time, the KKK was a strong 'political' force and Harry Truman was told to join it.  He paid the 

$10 membership fee.  He was never active or initiated & he demanded his $10 be returned. 

*  Grover Cleveland was the sheriff of Erie County, New York.  One of the duties was hangman and he 

had to pull the handle for the trap twice.  He is the only President to serve two non-consecutive 

terms.  He was the 22nd and 24th President. 

*  John Lloyd Wright, the son of Frank Lloyd Wright, invented the Lincoln Logs he named after President 

Lincoln.  Lincoln was born in a log cabin. 

*  When Thomas Jefferson and John Adams were visiting Shakespeare's birthplace, they took a knife to 

one of his chairs taking pieces of wood home as souvenirs. 

*  Andrew Johnson, the only tailor to be President, would wear only the suits he made himself. 

*  The term "O.K." comes from President Martin Van Buren's campaign.  He was raised in Kinderhook, 

NY and OK clubs were created to support him.  He was also the first President to be born a U.S. 

citizen.  All previous Presidents were British subjects.  When he wrote his biography, he never mentioned 

his wife of twelve years even once. 

*  Six Presidents were named James. 

*  Richard Nixon was the first to visit all 50 states, to visit China and the only President to resign. 

*  Jimmy Carter, age 98, is the longest living President, the first to be born in a hospital and the first to 

go on record as seeing a UFO. 

*  John Tyler had the most children of any President.  There were 8 by his first wife, 7 by his second and 

he was 70 when his last child was born.  He was the first President to get married in office, although all 8 

of his first born did not approve of or attend the wedding. 

*  President James Buchanan quietly bought slaves in Washington, D.C., then set them free in 

Pennsylvania. 

*  President Grant smoked 20 cigars a day.  After his great war success, well-wishers sent him more than 

10,000 cigars.  In 1885, he died of throat cancer. 

*  James Madison was the shortest President; 5'4" and never weighed more than 100 pounds. 

*  James Garfield could write in Latin with one hand and Greek with the other - simultaneously. 

*  No President has ever been born an only child. 

*  Abraham Lincoln was the first President to be photographed at his Inauguration.  In the photo, he is 

standing near John Wilkes Booth, his future assassin. 
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Kathy Doyle, The History of Valentine’s Day 

 No, Hallmark didn’t invent Valentine’s Day.  Valentine’s Day 

is named for St. Valentine. But as it turns out, at least three 

Valentines were sainted by the Catholic Church, and each 

one has his own group of supporters claiming he’s behind 

the holiday. 

 The first St. Valentine was a rebel who married lovers in 

secret, defying a decree from Roman Emperor Claudius II 

that young men had to serve in the Roman military before 

marrying. 

 The second St. Valentine helped Christian prisoners escape Roman 

jails—until he was caught and imprisoned himself.  

 The third St. Valentine was a Catholic bishop in Terni. History hasn’t remembered much about him, and 

the stories of all three saints have become entwined over the centuries. The story became so murky and 

confusing that, in 1969, the Catholic Church removed the St. Valentine’s feast day from the Christian 

liturgical calendar. 

 In a very unromantic twist, all three were martyred by beheading by different Roman emperors. In 

some versions of the stories, the men were all executed on or near February 14 (in different years), but 

historians have been unable to verify that detail. 

 A Pagan Festival ? 

  While some believe that Valentine’s Day is celebrated in the middle of February to commemorate the 

anniversary of Valentine’s death or burial—which probably occurred around A.D. 270—others claim that 

the Christian church may have decided to place St. Valentine’s feast day in the middle of February in an 

effort to “Christianize” the pagan celebration of Lupercalia. Celebrated at the ides of February, or 

February 15, Lupercalia was a fertility festival dedicated to Faunus, the Roman god of agriculture, as well 

as to the Roman founders Romulus and Remus.   

 During the festival all the young women in the city would place their names in a big urn. The city’s 

bachelors would each choose a name and become paired for the year with his chosen woman. These 

matches often ended in marriage. 

 In an effort to clean up the pagan holiday, Pope Gelasius I integrated Lupercalia with St. Valentine’s day 

in the fifth century. The new holiday quickly spread to all the countries that practiced Christianity. 

 Christian settlers brought the holiday with them to the New World, where it became one of the most 

popular holidays during the Victorian era. In the 1900s, people began giving one another Valentine’s Day 

cards—and Hallmark began offering them in 1913. The tradition grew from there, and today Hallmark 

estimates 145 million Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged each year. 

(Source: History.com) 

A typical Victorian Valentine Card  
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POSITIONS OPEN 

 We would like to increase the number of members on the Nominating Committee.  The more people we 
have, can help the Club find good candidates to fill the positions.   

 We are looking for candidates for President and First Vice President for the two-year 2024 -2025 term. 

 If you are interested in being on the Committee or would like to run for one of these Executive Board 
positions, please let me know.  My number is 775-852-3453.  

Calling all Christmas cards, new or used, and stamps for 2023 Christmas cards for our military. 

Project 150 Reno is no longer in need of our services.  Thank you for all of your donations.  I am 

looking into another non-profit that we may be able to help. 

Happy Valentines Day! 

Connie Furlong, Caring for Ameria 

Joan Shoop, Nominations Chair 

RWR is so excited to welcome new members.  

Thank you for choosing to join our club! 

Our new January members are (from left)  

Jackie Hager, Paula Leyba, Sarah Borton,  

Pati Miller, Peilin Tung-Nichols. 

Welcome ladies to RWR!  

 

Becky McDonald, Membership 
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D I D   Y O U   K N O W .................................... 

*  Native Hawaiians are flocking to Las Vegas for affordable living.  The average price of a home 
in Hawaii is $900,000 to $1,000,000.  The average worker is paid $12 per hour.  The average 
price of a home in Las Vegas in 2021 was $227,000.  In 2022, it was $375,000. 
 
*  There have been 33 mass shootings from January 1st through January 22nd. 
 
*  In the eleven months since the war started in Ukraine, 150,000 Russian men have been killed 
or wounded. 
 
*  Because of the chicken shortage and skyrocketing egg prices, people are driving across the 
border to Mexico to buy eggs at a cheaper price and trying to smuggle them into the U.S. 
 
*  Peru still has the highest death rate in the world from Covid. 
 
*  The medical industry makes 190 billion single use bottles annually.  Only 37% of them are 
recycled.  The rest end up in the trash, just laying in unused recycling bins and in our bodies. 
 
*  Each year in the U. S., 100,000 women undergo a mastectomy for breast cancer. 
 
*  A new study shows during covid to the present time, the middle class have been hit the 
hardest by inflation. 
 
*  The worlds' population became too much for planet earth in 1970. 
 
*  One in 34 Christmas tree fires result in a death. 
 
*  Yellowstone Parks' glacier will disappear by 2050.  Half to two thirdsof all glaciers will be gone 
by 2100.  All glaciers will have melted by 2200. 
 
*  In 2021, Denmark had one bank robbery.  In 2022, Denmark had no bank robberies.  Most 
people are using charge cards and their smart phones for transactions.  Banks need very little to 
no cash on hand. 
 
*  According to the Guiness Book of World Records, Elon Musk, once the richest man, lost the 
largest fortune ever recorded.  He is still very rich. 
 
*  A robot lawyer will make its debut in court this month with the AI (artificial intelligence) he is 
programmed.  He will whisper advice to the client he is representing. 
 
*  A farmer in Uganda with 102 children has put his 12 wives on birth control because he can't 
afford to feed any more babies.  He also doesn't trust the wives not to cheat on him when they go 
to the nearby village, although most of the village is made up of the farmers' sons. 

Joan Shoop, Americanism, Homeland Security 
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Janet Butcher, Calendar 



 

Keynote Speaker, Mark Wlaschin, Deputy 

Secretary of State for Elections.  
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January Luncheon 
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
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